EIGHT THINGS TO AVOID CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. Avoid not having a desire for Him.
Gal. 3 *Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are
you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

Zec. 4 6...Not by might nor by power but by my spirit, saith the
Lord.

We will never be as successful in the work of the Lord by using human effort. We must
have the help of the Holy Spirit.

2. Avoid not recognizing him as a person.

* The Holy Spirit should never be referred to as “it”!
* The Holy Spirit should never be considered merely as a
blessing, a feeling, or an influence.
* That he is a person is manifest by the following:
He teaches, talks, feels (grieved), can be blasphemed,
comforts, guides, testifies, intercedes for the saints,
commands, can be lied to, and can be quenched.

3. Avoid being sacrilegious concerning the Holy Spirit.
* To make fun of or imitate tongues or the gifts of the Spirit.
It would be like mocking the crucifixion or blood of Jesus.

* Do not deny the power of tongues or the gifts.

How would you feel if someone mocked your gift?
How would you feel if someone shunned your gift?

4. Avoid not recognizing Him as God!
* He is part of the water baptism formula.
* He has all the attributes of God:
Omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, and eternal.
* He raised Jesus from the dead.

Rom. 1 *and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of
God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.

* His proceeding from the Father and from Christ proves

his deity.
John 15 **“When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.



5. Avoid rushing out of His presence.
* Thomas was elsewhere when Jesus appeared to the disciples.
* Some disciples in John 6 .. Many walked no more with him.

6. Avoid taking the Holy Spirit for granted.

* Samson
Judges 16 *° Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his
sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that
the Lord had left him.

* King Saul
1Sam. 16:14 But the spirit of the Lord departed from Saul.

* Efforts without proper motives
1Cor. 13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. * If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if [ have a faith that can move mountains, but have not
love, I am nothing. > If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the
flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

7. Avoid not expecting the Holy Spirit to do a work.
* When someone is praying for healing

* baptism in the Holy Spirit.
* Don’t say in your heart “I have been here before and
nothing happened”.

Eph. 3 ** Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us,

8. Avoid analyzing the Holy Spirit.

Rom. 11 ** Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

Psalms 40 ° Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders you have done. The things you
planned for us no one can recount to you;
were I to speak and tell of them, they would be too many to declare.

Dan. 4 * All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with
the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say
to him: “What have you done?”



