THE POTTER' SHOUSE #4
THE BROKEN VESSEL

Jeremiah 18 Thisis the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord : 2“Go
down to the potter’s house, and there | will give you my message.” >So |
went down to the potter’s house, and | saw him working at the whedl. * But
the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter
formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.
> Then the word of the Lord came to me: °“O house of Isragl, can | not do
with you as this potter does?’ declaresthe Lord . “Like clay in the hand of
the potter, so are you in my hand NIV

There are levels of recreation that God uses to remake the vessdl.

I. God can recreate what isin his hands.
*But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the
potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.

God could recreate because:

1. The clay wasin his hands, not on the floor. (hard)

2. Clay isadrinker therefore whileit is his hands it remains
shapeable.

3. When we don't fit God' s original plan for our life then he reshapes
us.

4. Aslong as we are willing to be marred in his hands we will not
have to be broken.

Thisisthe process of the early stages of our relationship with God.

I1. God can recreate what ison the ground. (potsherds.)

|saiah 45 °“Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker,

to himwho is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground.
Doesthe clay say to the potter, ‘What are you making? Does your work say,
‘He has no hands' ? NIV

1. Potsherd’ s represent a broken relationship



In Jeremiah 19 God tells the prophet to buy a vessel from the potter and
break it on the wall in the presence of the people. Thissignified that God
was breaking or severing his relationship with his people.

All that it takes for and unfinished or sealed piece of pottery to be reformed
was to break it and put it in water. All that it took to be reshaped was to
loose its identity!

However if it was fired and sealed the processis more critical. When it is
fired it is heated to atemperature of 1,900 degrees.

It is no longer adrinker of water but a bearer of water.
2. A potsherd isa broken piece of pottery.

a. Potsherd in Hebrew i1s“Austrica”.
It istheroot for the word “austersized”

b. When people voted they would pick up a piece of potsherd
to vote on someone being “austersized” by writing on it
yes or no.

c. The condition of our world isin verse 9. We are just broken
clay among many others broken pieces.

3. The potsherd is on the ground.

Thisisaclear indication that something serious has taken place.

How was it broken?
WAYSWE ARE BROUGHT TO BROKENESS

* divorce  *pride *financia lose *fear *willful sin
* rgjection *death *anger *rebellion *failure of an
authority figure

Has something happened that has brought you to the ground?
4. The potsherd can berecreated.

The potsherd may once have been a valuable vessal; Fired, painted, and
usable. Now it is nothing, just useless.



Watch what the potter can do.

a. Marred clay in his hands only needs water.
Dried broken clay on the ground only needs water.
The Holy Spirit can soften.

b. Fired clay must be ground into “grog”

Clay when it is placed in the furnace becomes glass.
Therefore because it isHARD and cannot take on moisture
it must be ground to powder.

It must looseits IDENTITY

Naomi has been broken in Moab. When she returnsto
Bethlehem she ask not to be called Naomi, but Mara
meaning “bitter”.

When the prodigal son has been broken he returns saying
“1 am not worthy to be called a son but make me a servant”.

It must be M1 XED with moreclay.
Then it can take on moisture again. It can be reshaped.
It can return to the fire for hardness and sealing.

God will through nothing away that is USEABLE.

C. The potsherd when recreated sings
Psalms 40 ?He lifted me out of the slimy pit,
out of the mud and mire;
he set my feet on arock
and gave me afirm place to stand.
*He put a new song in my mouth,
ahymn of praiseto our God.
Many will see and fear
and put their trust in the Lord . NIV

When the Potter is ready to use you the song will come, the service you
render is pleasing, and people see Jesus in you.






