THE POTTER’ SHOUSE #2
THE POTTER

Jeremiah 18 Thisis the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord : 2“Go
down to the potter’s house, and there | will give you my message.” >So |
went down to the potter’s house, and | saw him working at the wheel. * But
the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter
formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.
> Then the word of the Lord came to me: °“O house of Isragl, can | not do
with you as this potter does?’ declaresthe Lord . “Like clay in the hand of
the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Isragl. NIV

Last week we learned about the clay and wheel relationship. Today we
examine the potter and clay relationship.

|. The Potter’s SOVEREIGNTY.

A.Heisabig God
“The heaven of heavens cannot contain thee’

B. Heisover all.
1Chronicles 29 **Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all
things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.

C. Heiscreator of all
Colossians 1 *® For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

D. He has created you for_his pleasure.
Revelations4 ™ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and
were created. KJV

Heis sovereign over al. We are his.

1Corinthians 6 ** What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which isin you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your
own? % For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your bodly,
and in your spirit, which are God's.

II. The Potter’s SENSITIVE HANDS (touch)



A. Thepotter usesthefeel of hisfingerstowork the clay.
The wheel (the church) and the hand (the Holy Spirit) work together.

1. His hands shaped the heavens

Psalms 102 ® Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the
heavens are the work of thy hands

2. His hands ar e shaping you.
He works with the clay according to the clays response. It can yield or be
stubborn. God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come
to repentance. Our will must be yielded to hiswill.

B. The potter isgentlewith yielding clay

C. Thepotter isfirm with the stick necked or_unyielding.

When pressureis applied to our life we have to ask ourselves, “Isthis
coming from God or thedevil?’ It just may be the firm hand of the potter
molding you.

|saiah 45 ?“Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to him who is but a
potsherd among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter,
“What are you making? Does your work say,‘He has no hands' ? NIV

[11. The Potter’'s SKILL

A. Thepotter’scutting tools

1. For shaping theinside of the vessd.

2. For designing the outside of the vessdl.
Cutting to enhance the design.

3. If the clay istoo thick you can’t put it in the kiln.
It must be thinned or trimmed.

God loves you just the way you are but loves you too much to leave you that
way.



B. We are his master piece
Ephesians 2 *° For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto

good works.... KV
The word “workmanship” ( poiema ), used only here and in Romans 1:20
(where the NIV rendersit “what has been made”) denotes a work of art or

amaster piece. !

God has but one thing in mind. To make you avessel of honor.
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